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WASHINGTON NEWSMAN CITES
NEED FOR OMBUDSMAN, ATTENTIVE
PUBLIC IN UNIVERSITY ADDRESS
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by Jack Cloherty
UM Information Services
MISSOULA, Mont.-Establishment of a national, Cabinet-level ombudsman's office was called for
by Clark R. Mollenhoff, a former Nixon Administration aide, in a speech Thursday
night (April 1) at the University of Montana.
In a lecture entitled "Despoilers of Democracy, "Mollenhoff said the
ombudsman's office would serve as a check on dishonesty in government and would be
a place for citizens to lodge legitimate grievances against the government.
The law-trained journalist and Washington bureau chief for the Des Moines
(Iowa) Register and Tribune said "arrogant bureaucracy is the biggest obstacle
to honest government."
Thursday's lecture was sponsored by the Program Council of the Associated
Students of the University of Montana.
Mollenhoff, who the New York Times once called "President Nixon's muckraker in residence," has written five books concerning corruption in government,
including one bearing the title of his speech, "Despoilers of Democracy,"
published in 1965.
He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1958 for investigative reporting that un
covered labor racketeering and was instrumental in putting Teamster Union boss
James R. Hoffa in jail.
Before his resignation from the White House staff last June, Mollenhoff was
credited with blocking attempts inside the Administration to free Hoffa from
prison.
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Mollenhoff said that the public must "keep corruption in perspective,"
and contended that in comparison with other societies "our (political) system
works well and is still relatively clean."
"It is the responsibility of citizens to analyze public officials to in
sure that lawlessness is punished and good citizenship rewarded," Mollenhoff
said, adding that public attention to detail can benefit good public officials.
Mollenhoff, a Drake University law school graduate

who has 25 years

experience as an investigative reporter, criticized television media for
shirking public responsibilities.

He said the recent CBS special, "The Selling

of the Pentagon," was "pure drivel and total superficiality."
He said there is more wrong with the Pentagon that was shown by CBS, and he
added, "The Pentagon does lie to the public."

The Pulitzer Prize winner, who left his White House post as special
counsel to the President in 1970 to become Washington bureau chief for the
Register and Tribune, charged that CBS discredited "the whole press" by
distorting the facts and taking quotes out of context in the Pentagon show.
"The CBS presentation dealt with ideology and not problems," Mollenhoff
said.

He went on to criticize other CBS broadcasts, citing an allegedly staged

pot party in Chicago and the network’s "Hunger in America" documentary.
Mollenhoff said he feels Vice-President Agnew's attacks on television are
justified and said the criticism prompts needed self-analysis by the networks.
He said CBS, as well as other networks and the printed media, often are
just too lazy to dig for the facts and do the kind of investigative reporting
that helps keep government honest."
IJollenhoff said that the convictions of Hoffa, Billie Sol Estes and
Bobby Baker proved that news media and citizens can work together to halt "the
despoilers of democracy."
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